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Our first writing unit is about you. After you have talked about Paul Brown, ote age, “ae home, let us use this 
plan to fill in the information about you. As you write this on practice paper, use United States of America. 


AUTUMN TIME 
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Have you watched squirrels store nuts? They are Serine ready for winter. As you practice your writing, 
yen are getting ready for days ahead. Begin A with a long left curve, but flatten the upstroke. 


This season of the year the leaves are most beautiful. Bring to school a beautiful leaf, then see if you can match it with 
one of the leaves on this page. Practice capitals T and F. Observe the slant in the downstroke. 


PLANTS AS FOODS 
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Many of us eat foods which we do not know are plants. Can you name some plants that furnish us food? Write these on 
practice paper, and make a list of all the plants your class can think of that furnish us food. When writing word lists we 
observe the beginning and ending strokes. 
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Listed here are a few leaves, fruits, and seeds which we eat. Write the list and add to it where you can. 
Be careful with your connecting strokes and letter combinations shown on this page. 
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This would be a good place to discuss the importance of figures and dates. 
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America was not settled over-night. The early settlers came one boat load at a time. You may improve your writing 
the same way. Improve one thing at a time, and your writing will be better. Are you finishing your o's with an upward 
curve? 


Now write this page just as it appears above. Do your lower loops slant too much? Are your upper loops well rounded? 
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THEN AND NOW 


1830—-COVERED WAGON. 1856—STAGE COACH. 1861—PONY EXPRESS. 1861—THE TELEGRAPH, 


Do any of you know a story about covered Y -wagon days? Practice the cane of the capital letter M, N, H, and K. 
How many letters start with this cane? Make a list of the cane letters. Test your writing for slant. Is it uniform? 
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I9I5—THE HIGHWAY. 
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I915—THE TELEPHONE. 
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Can you imagine traveling from New York to California by covered wagon? 
Today the fast airplanes cover this distance in ten hours or less. : 4 
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Air travel is becoming more popular every day. Have you ever been in a plane? Flying is much like 
writing, as there is a graceful rhythm to the sweeps and curves the plane makes. Try it with your pen. 
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TEAM WORK 


The Seeing Eye Dog guides the action of | his master. You guide the action of you 
As you practice this page arrange it nicely and write it neatly. Check the size of your letters with that in your copy. 
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Practice the capital Hi and the combination HE. List the letters that have loops below the line. 
Can you make them round and fuil as they should be? Study your book to see if you are making them correctly. 
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ter writing the quotation above, compare it with the writing you did in the 
first part of the year and note the improvement. Write a sentence telling how you have improved your handwriting. 
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| SAFE RIDING 


After writing the paragraph about safety write sentences about your Safety Patrol, = : | 


XE ECE WEED IEER Rede vViseyt SE at be We tH Cd eta aa A Ath a Pe A rear ter Leetcceloeae Dera aD haira sterol aba attte cit) tx ncaa ae 


ee ey wah. ae 


WHAT DO THESE MEAN? 
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slant in the same direction. Can you think of other words to add to the list? Practice the capital letter U and the word 
Use along with the combinations of letters. 


WE MAKE PUPPETS 


Have you seen a puppet show lately? Can you think of any sities sid about puppets? The f, d, ered p 
are the same height above the line. They are not as tall as | or h. Cross the t carefully. 


UPPET_S 
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Our lovely sky, the beautiful sea, the stately forests, the clear blue lakes, the rugged mountains, and you, too, 7 
are all the hon of the Great Artist. Who is the Great Artist? Make up your own sentences about Him. 
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Some people have never seen the soy bean, and do not yet know of its importance. As you talk about this lesson, — 
try to think of the articles that are made from the soy bean. Do you eat them? Are clothes made from soy beans? 
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STOP! LOOK! LEARN! 
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The capital letter I is one of the most overused letters in the alphabet. Learn it well. 
What other leHer starts like | but has a loop below the line? Practice them on the same line. 
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BIRD FACTS 


thw LA. 
— Bo You Know page. What other interesting things do you know about birds? 
Let's write five other sentences about them. Do you write easily and smoothly just as the birds fly? 
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We are off on a trip around the world in our own imaginary plane. Let's follow our journey on the map and estimate the 
time required and the miles covered during the trip. Review the formation of the figures, and in writing them keep your 
columns straight. 
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Now we will try to make up an alphabetical list of our own. This time we will use the first names of our friends 
in the fifth and sixth grades. Let's start off with A—Arthur, B—Bonnie, C—Clarence, and finish the alphabet. 


cron wren pp tnencit ete : 
a —- = Saunas a —— SSS at bn TST oN A 
Fa eT a RD a SII aaa ars 


26 


{eed bea Oe 


You wish to have an interesting personality and be popular with others. Therefore, take an inventory of yourself. 
Am | a good listener? Do | talk too much? Write a sentence telling how you may improve yoursell. 
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OUR CLASS PROBLEM 


Our problem is not a difficult one. It gives us a fine chance to practice figure making, listing 


columns of figures for addition, and working several problems in addition, multiplication, and division. © 
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Many of us visit Hawaii in our imaginations. We like to dream of the palm trees and dancers with 
leis around their necks. They are a lovable, friendly people who like to dance to their fine music. 
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THEIR PRODUCTS AND CUSTOMS 
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Can you make paper leis for your friends? See if you can improve the form of the letters Fr, S, W, V, ©, and b. Practice 
them well until you have mastered each one. The word ukulele is a rhythmic word. Try to put rhythm in it when you write It. 


Sa a ETE NLL Sa N I LOE Te 


30 


INTRODUCTIONS 


By properly introducing our friends we may often avoid embarrassment. Try it at your next school party. 
Practice this introduction on paper, using the names above, and then using the names of your friends. 
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LEARN TO WRITE A RADIO REPORT 
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In an oral report of a radio show, be sure to state the seven facts above. What other facts are important to you? 
Write your own radio report of a show you have heard and turn it in to the teacher. 
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Here is your final specimen. ‘Write it carefully, then compare it with an earlier specimen. 
By careful practice you have become a better writer, a more observing student, and a finer American. 
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OUR ALPHABET OF CAPITALS, SMALL LETTERS AND FIGURES 
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ACTIVITIES WHICH MAY REQUIRE PRINT WRITING 


Shopping list Diary of weather 
Camping list Bulletin board notices 
Notices for Library use Addressing packages 
List of visitors—Public Schools Week 


The Left-handed Child 
In the fifth grade, if children enter school using their left hand, teach 
them how to hold the paper correctly and how to write with their 
left hand. Tilt the paper to the right for the left-handed child at 
about 30 degrees. Exact the same quality of work from them as those 
using the right hand. Do not permit an inverted position to develop. 


Ink Dipping 

Since this book will be written in pen and ink, some care should be 
taken to instruct children how to avoid making blots. Blots are usually 
caused by overloading the pen point with ink. In demonstrating this 
act, dip the pen in the bottle until the eye of the pen is covered 
with ink. Pull it out of the bottle slowly so that any excess ink will 
drain off before it clears the bottle. 

The appearance of fountain pens will be noticed by many teachers 
in this grade. When the children bring fountain pens to school for 
use, it is well for the teacher to inspect the pens to see if the point 
and type of pen are suitable for their use. When fountain pens are 


‘not suitable, many teachers insist on steel points of their own recom- 


mendation. 
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Notice the similarity of many of the capital letters to the small ones. Some are nearly 
the same except for size, and in others, only the beginning stroke differs. 
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